Warmed blankets have not been empirically tested for use in long-term care. The purpose of this study was to describe the use of warmed blankets in a nursing home setting and to determine if use was associated with changes in pain, agitation, mood, or analgesic use. Short-term measures were compared from baseline to post warmed blanket use and longer term differences were compared between those receiving warmed blankets and a randomly selected comparison group. Excluded from eligibility were those using a transdermal drug, with an acute injury, acute inflammatory process, multiple sclerosis, open skin wound, or other condition that could be worsened by superficial heat. Measures included the Revised Faces Pain Scale, PAIN-AD scale, the Brief Agitation Rating Scale, and from the electronic medical record one month measures pain complaints, pain severity, and analgesic use. Long-term measures were taken from the electronic medical record. Of the 141 eligible residents, 24.1% (n = 34) received a warmed blanket over the one month study period. There were statistically significant decreases in both pain level and agitation between baseline, 20 minutes after application, and the subsequent shift assessments (p < .001). There were also long-term changes in the number of pain complaints (p = .040), severity of pain complaints (p = .009), and prn analgesic use (p = .011). There were no statistically significant differences between the treated group and comparison group on any long-term measures. Warmed blankets are a low-cost intervention with a high potential for bringing comfort to nursing home residents.
arthritis (OR: 2.74; 95% CI: 2.45, 3.07). Those who did not report pain were more likely to be widowed or have higher education. Diabetes, stroke, and cancer were not significantly associated with pain. Given that Mexico does not have the resources to treat over half of individuals living with pain, understanding the high burden of pain in this population is important to inform interventions and improve quality of life.
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PALLIATIVE AND END-OF-LIFE CARE TO THE LGBT COMMUNITY
Chair: Gary L. Stein, Wurzweiler School of Social Work-Yeshiva University, New York, New York, United States Co-Chair: Cathy Berkman, Fordham University-Graduate School of Social Services, New York, New York, United States The lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) community experiences discrimination and stigma in accessing health care and social services -including palliative, hospice, and long-term care -across cultures and countries. Health care providers may fail to recognize, acknowledge or address disparities in care. Providers and institutions may be uncomfortable with gender and sexuality issues, and often fail to inquire about sexual orientation and gender identity. It is estimated that there are approximately 2.7 million LGBT adults in the U.S. age 50 and older and approximately 1.1 million age 65 and older. In the UK, an estimated 5-7% of the population identify as LGBT; there are between 600,000 and 840,000 LGBT adults aged 65+. With the projected increased number of older adults and improved treatments that extend the life of seriously ill individuals, even greater numbers of LGBT older adults, and their families, will require palliative and end-of-life in the coming years. Researchers in the US and UK have found that LGBT older adults living in the community and in long-term care facilities experience inadequate, disrespectful, and abusive care due to their sexual orientation and gender identity status. They fear being open about their identities, not receiving equal or safe treatment, and having their family of choice and designated surrogates disrespected or ignored by health care staff. This symposium will describe the experiences of LGBT individuals and their family members, and compare commonalities and differences faced by LGBT communities in the US and UK in accessing palliative and end-of-life care.
EXPERIENCE OF LGBT PATIENTS AND FAMILY WITH HOSPICE AND PALLIATIVE CARE
Gary L. Stein, 1 and Cathy Berkman 2 , 1. Wurzweiler School of Social New York, New York, United States, New York, New York, United States This study examines the degree to which hospice and palliative care staff observe or perceive inadequate, disrespectful, or abusive care to LGBT patients and family members. A cross-sectional study using an online survey completed by 865 providers, including social workers, physicians, nurses, and chaplains. Among respondents, 55%
reported that LGB patients were more likely to experience discrimination at their institution than non-LGB patients; 24% observed discriminatory care; 65% reported that transgender patients were more likely than non-transgender patients to experience discrimination; 20% observed discrimination to transgender patients; 14% observed the spouse/partner of LGBT patients having their treatment decisions disregarded or minimized; and 13% observed the spouse/partner being treated disrespectfully. Findings reported also include: institutional non-discrimination policy, staff training, intake procedures, and comfort in assessing LGBT status. Implications for future research, policy, and practice will be presented.
